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April 30, 2026 

Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee, 

I am writing on behalf of Fernbrook Family Center to express our support for the confirmation of 
the DHS Commissioner. 

Fernbrook Family Center provides mental health services across 12 locations in southern and 
central Minnesota. As a licensed mental health clinic under 245i, we offer CTSS, ARMHS, day 
treatment, psychotherapy, medication management, as well as consultation and training 
services. We are also ECMH and SLMH grantees through the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services. 

Minnesota is currently facing significant challenges in demonstrating compliance with HR1 and 
CMS guidelines. We believe the most effective way to meet these challenges is to maintain 
continuity in leadership. Consistent leadership will support ongoing compliance efforts and help 
ensure the continuation of critical federal funding. 

Fernbrook Family Center is committed to meeting all CMS requirements and has been actively 
collaborating with DHS to do so. This work is complex and demanding, and strong, consistent 
relationships between providers and DHS leadership are essential to continued progress. 

Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to the health and well-being of 
Minnesotans. 

 

Thank you for your leadership! 

Shannon Brown, MS, LPCC 

Chief Executive Officer 

Fernbrook Family Center 

sbrown@fernbrook.org 

507-951-6899 
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