
 

 

 
 
 
May 1, 2026 
 
 
 
Dear Chair Wiklund and members of the committee, 
 
I am writing to support the confirmation of Shireen Gandhi as DHS Commissioner. 
 
Fraser is a Minnesota-based nonprofit with over 90 years of experience.  We are an Essential Community 
Provider that delivers a variety of disability and behavioral health services to individuals from across the 
state.  In the past year, we served children, adults, and families in every Senate district. 
 
My professional experience with Ms. Gandhi began when she was a staff member at Minnesota Hospital 
Association and I served on its board. 
 
I have observed that Commissioner Gandhi always brings consistency and stability to her roles.  In this 
time of unprecedented change and growing complexity to Medicaid, consistency and stability are exactly 
the leadership qualities we need for the Department. 
 
The work that we as a community have ahead of us to maintain Medicaid for the most vulnerable 
Minnesotans is significant.  I believe that making a change in leadership at this juncture would be 
destabilizing to Minnesota’s health and human services system.  Therefore, I hope that the Committee will 
recommend that Commissioner Gandhi be confirmed.  We need consistent and stable leadership to help 
steer through this critical moment. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Diane Cross 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
612-798-8303 


