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April 7,2026

The Honorable Melissa Wiklund
Senate Health and Human Services Committee
Minnesota Senate

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Chair Wiklund and Committee Members,

Fresh Energy is a nearly 30-year-old, Minnesota-based nonpartisan, not-for-profit organization. We work to
shape and drive bold policy solutions to achieve equitable carbon-neutral economies. We appreciate the
opportunity to offer our perspective on Senate File 2638.

Fresh Energy believes that ground-source district energy heating and cooling systems represent a cost-
effective, scalable solution to help meet our climate challenge, improve public health, and provide equitable
and reliable heating and cooling to Minnesota’s most energy intensive buildings. A ground-source district
energy system is a heating or cooling system that uses the constant temperature of the earth or underground
aquifers to heat or cool multiple buildings connected through a piping network.

Ground-source district energy systems are best in class when it comes to efficient heating and cooling. They
outperform air source heat pump systems and are substantially more energy efficient than natural gas
furnaces. Because ground-source district energy systems distribute heat and not carbon-based fuels, they are
carbon- and pollutant-free. Of particular note, these high efficiency systems work especially well in cold
climates because they rely on the constant temperature of the Earth, thereforeprovide heating and cooling
reliably through extreme heat in summer and extreme cold in the winter without the traditional peak load
electrical demands.

Fresh Energy believes enabling deployment of ground-source district energy technology is extremely
important. These types of systems are already being deployed at utility-scale around the country, and
deployment of ground-source district energy technology in Minnesota will help chart the path for our future
energy workforce. Workers currently managing buried infrastructure that moves carbon-based fuels like
natural gas have a clear path to management of very similar systems that instead move around heat. The
lower energy bills, cleaner air, and reliable service conferred by district energy systems also contribute to a
just energy transition in Minnesota’s building sector, especially so in under-resourced and overburdened
communities.

Sincerely,

/s/ Sam Friesen

Managing Director, Buildings
Fresh Energy
Friesen@fresh-energy.org



