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April 7. 2026
Dear Chair and members of the committee,

Gender Justice envisions a world where everyone can thrive regardless of their gender, gender
expression, or sexual orientation. Step by step, we're creating that world by dismantling legal, structural,
and cultural barriers that contribute to gender inequity. We work to ensure that everyone, regardless of
gender, has a meaningful right to bodily autonomy, safety, health, and opportunity. We write in support of
SF4706 and SF 4707 to provide protections to Minnesotans against “Conversion therapy.”

“Conversion therapy” refers to a range of practices aimed at changing a person’s sexual orientation or
gender identity. These practices are not legitimate therapy. This practice is not based on scientific
evidence, and is rooted in a false belief that LGBTQ people need to be “fixed.”

“Conversion therapy” is widely acknowledged as a harmful practice. Senate File 4706 would clarify the
right for individuals who have been subjected to this abuse to sue for damages. This is important to
create accountability. It is often young people who are subjected to this manipulative practice, and it can
take time to overcome the shame and develop the independence to seek justice.

It is also important that we keep our healthcare dollars from going towards care that does not deliver
value. Senate File 4707 would codify in statute protections that prevent health plans from including
“conversion therapy” as health coverage. Much work is done every year to ensure that the healthcare
dollars that go toward premiums and coverage programs include coverage of essential quality care that
delivers real value. Conversely, dollars that go toward harmful practices that do not meet medical
standards waste resources and drive up costs.

Every major medical and mental health association in the United States, including the American Medical
Association, the American Psychiatric Association, and the American Psychological Association,
condemns “conversion therapy” because of its clear and lasting harms. Research shows that LGBTQ
young people subjected to conversion therapy were more than twice as likely to report having attempted
suicide compared to those who were not.

Gender Justice has the honor of working with, representing, and providing resources for LGBTQ youth in
Minnesota. Everyday we get to see the joy and successes of young people who are affirmed by their
parents and communities. We envision a future where this can be a reality for all kids in Minnesota.

Sincerely,

me

Megan Peterson
Executive Director, Gender Justice



