
ivy house
SHARING GOD’S LOVE WITH FAMILIES BY PROVIDING 

A SAFE AND CARING PLACE FOR KIDS TO STAY 

Ivy House provides safe, short-term, and
confidential care for children when parents or
caregivers need extra support. Children may
stay for up to 72 hours at a time and families
can utilize our services for up to 30 days per

year. All care is provided at no cost to families
and includes food, clothing, diapers, and other
essential needs. In addition to child care, Ivy

House supports parents and caregivers
through advocacy and a basic needs program.

By stabilizing families during times of crisis, 
Ivy House helps prevent ACE’s (adverse

childhood experiences), child abuse and
neglect while strengthening family resilience

and long-term outcomes.

WHO WE ARE

WHAT IS A CRISIS NURSERY
A crisis nursery provides short‑term, emergency
child care for families experiencing stressful or

unexpected situations. These situations may
include medical emergencies, mental health

crises, housing instability, domestic conflict, or
other moments when parents need immediate

support to keep their children safe. Crisis
nurseries support the belief that asking for help is

a strength, and that early support can prevent
crisis from becoming trauma.

Ivy House is the first home based crisis
nursery in the state of Minnesota;
modeled like a true family home. 
We provide care beyond our county lines
and any family can utilize our services as
long as they have an emergency contact
within 2 hours of Ivy House. We have
cared for children from all over Southern
Minnesota and even the metro.
We want children to come to the same
place and receive care from the same
providers. 
Our home is the most consistent thing in
some of our children’s lives and it’s why
we believe our model is beneficial for
children.
Ivy House provides care for 2-72 hours
at a time to allow short-term or long-
term stays. 

WHAT MAKES IVY HOUSE
DIFFERENT

We care for on 
average 12-14 kids a
month. Our record

 is 28!

Ivy House has a
1:3 ratio which 
gives children

important
adult attention.  

 We receive an average
of 50 calls a month

requesting care.
Our record is 77! 

Each year Ivy House
gives out thousands of
diapers, hundreds of

pieces of clothing
&makes over 1500

meals.  

MN CRISIS NURSERIES
Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery

STAR House, St. Paul
Ivy House, New Ulm



THE LICENSING CHALLENGE
-Ivy House currently operates under two licenses: Children’s Residential Facility (CRF) & Special

Family Child Care (SFCC)
-Neither license accurately reflects what Ivy House does. A CRF license is intended for residential
facilities where children live on site, children do not live at Ivy House.The SFCC license is designed

for ongoing child care, not short‑term emergency stays of up to 72 hours.
-CRF regulations require an overnight stay. SFCC can not allow an overnight stay. 

WHY MINNESOTA NEEDS A CRISIS NURSERY LICENSE
Creating a distinct license for crisis nurseries would do the following:

Acknowledge the Importance of Offering this Type of Care
Understand the need for free short‑term, non‑residential, emergency child care.

Reduce Administrative Costs
 Allow organizations to focus resources on children and families, not redundant compliance.

Increase Access Statewide
Lower barriers for opening new crisis nurseries, especially in rural Minnesota.

Strengthen Prevention
Support parents during crisis moments, reducing child maltreatment, ACE’s, and long‑term system

involvement.

THE IMPACT
-Crisis nurseries like Ivy House keep children safe and cared for during family emergencies

-Support parents so families can stabilize and stay together.
-Reduce the risk of abuse, neglect, and take burden off of CPS.
-Help prevent ACE’s, improving long‑term health and wellbeing.

-When parents are supported, children thrive!

LEGISLATIVE ASK
We urge legislators to create a Minnesota license specific for crisis nurseries and work directly with
providers like Ivy House to establish clear, safety-focused standards. Communities across the state
want to open crisis nurseries, but the current licensing structure creates unnecessary barriers that

make it difficult or impossible to do so. A dedicated license would remove those barriers,
strengthen prevention services, and allow more families, especially in rural areas, to access safe,

short-term care before crises escalate.
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