
 
 
 

 

April 3, 2026 
 
Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee,  
 
I am writing in support of SF 4635 and urge you to vote in support of this bill. 
 
At Youthprise, we administer the state’s Educational and Training Voucher for former Fosters.  
Every day, we see young people who were removed from their homes, struggling to balance 
life, college, and work as they heal from the trauma of being removed from their biological 
families.  Many did receive SSI benefits sent directly to counties and know that those funds 
would support these hardworking young people to stay the course and to find some ease. 
 
There currently exists no standard or statutory structure for Fosters in Minnesota to be made 
aware of their SSI/SB eligibility. Notification, dispersal, and oversight are left to DCYF, counties, 
or other agencies, leaving many Fosters never having known if they are even eligible for or 
receiving these much-needed benefits. Approximately, anywhere from 20-40% of the total youth 
homelessness population in Minnesota are former fosters.  With these funds withheld, Fosters 
are losing out on essential resources that could otherwise help them transition into adulthood or 
cover any number of living expenses.  
 
This legislation introduces accountability and a modicum of financial stability for Fosters by 
ensuring these funds are preserved and set aside in savings accounts for the Fosters, or their 
caregivers, to access solely for the Fosters’ needs.  
 
I support this bill because it would:  
● End Foster benefits from being used to pay for their own care  
● Promote and protect Foster’s financial stability and education  
● Require proper repayment of past funds improperly diverted, while also backfilling the 
Counties to avoid creating additional financial burdens  
● Establish secure and accountable savings accounts for Fosters with local Third-Party financial 
vendors to hold these accounts  
 



 
 
 

 

I urge members of the committee to support SF 4635/ help ensure Fosters receive their rightful 
federal benefits. Chair Wiklund, thank you for your leadership and commitment to improving 
lives and outcomes for Fosters and their families in Minnesota.  
 
My best, 
Kristy Snyder 
Policy + System Transformation Officer 


