People
Serving

People 614 South 3rd Street, Minneapolis, MN 55415

April 8,2026
Senator Melissa Wiklund

95 University Avenue W.
Minnesota Senate Bldg., Room 2107
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Chair Wiklund,

We are writing in support of Senate File 4635, which changes state policy on the
treatment of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) for young people who have been
involved in the foster care system to receive cash benefits that would be put into an
established trust.

On behalf of People Serving People, Minnesota’s largest provider of prevention and
stabilization programs and emergency shelters for families experiencing homelessness,
we strongly support this legislation and see this as not only our moral but also our
ethical duty to rectify past harm to our most vulnerable population who are entitled to
these funds under federal law.

We know there is a significant correlation between young people entering foster care
and experiencing homelessness. According to the National Foster Youth Institute,
approximately 22-30% of Fosters who age out of care will become homeless during the
transition into adulthood.' We see it firsthand every day, and we must stop this multi-
generational cycle. We are in the work of stabilizing families and ending homelessness,
and this bill will help prevent young people from entering another system.

We request and encourage you to not only support but pass S.F. 4635 and would be
happy to answer any questions or provide any additional information if needed.

Sincerely,
Hoang Murphy

President and CEO, People Serving People

IThe Annie E. Casey Foundation. “What Happens to Youth Aging out of Foster Care?”
The Annie E. Casey Foundation, 25 Feb. 2025, www.aecf.org/blog/what-happens-to-
youth-aging-out-of-foster-care.





