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April B, 2026

re SF 4635 Trust establishment for current and recent foster youth receiving benefits and
other income

Chair Wiklund and Members of the Senate Health and Services Committee,

We write to express our support for SF 4635, Safe Passage for Children’s mission is to
advocate for a child protection and foster care system that continuously improves the lives
of children, and we believe this legislation advances that goal.

This bill supports children who have lost a parent or who have a disability as they age out
of foster care by ensuring they receive the financial assets the federal government has
designated for them. Currently, these funds are often diverted to the state to cover the cost
of their care—effectively using benefits intended for the child to reimburse the

system. Other children in foster care are not required to pay for their care in this way,

which raises clear concerns about fairness.

Young people aging out of foster care face immediate and significant financial needs,
including housing, food, education, and other basic necessities. In Minnesota, too many of
these youth leave care only to face unstable or desperate circumstances, with a significant
number experiencing homelessness shortly thereafter.

Several other states have adopted policies allowing foster children’s Supplemental
Security Income and Survivor Benefits to be preserved in trust, ensuring these young
people have access to financial support as they transition out of care.

We urge members to support this bill to help ensure foster youth receive the federal

benefits to which they are entitled. Minnesota should lead in supporting and protecting our
most vulnerable children,

Sincerely,

Safe Passage for Children of Minnesota




