
 
 

 
April 7, 2026 

 
Health and Human Services Committee 
Minnesota Senate Building 
95 University Avenue West 
Saint Paul, MN 55105 

Dear Chair Wiklund and Committee Members, 

On behalf of the Mental Health Legislative Network (MHLN), we write in strong support of SF 8. 

MHLN is focused on increasing access to critical mental health care across Minnesota, and SF 8 represents an 
important step toward achieving that goal by expanding access to the psychiatric Collaborative Care Model 
(CoCM) under Medicaid. 

SF 8 advances a proven, evidence-based approach that integrates mental health care into primary care 
settings. By supporting a team-based model that includes a primary care provider, care manager, and 
psychiatric consultant, this legislation helps ensure that individuals can receive timely mental health support in 
settings where they already seek care. This is especially important in addressing workforce shortages and long 
wait times for specialty mental health services. 

Expanding access to collaborative care will improve early identification and treatment of mental health 
conditions, reduce the need for more intensive and costly interventions, and help connect individuals to care 
before they reach a point of crisis. It also reduces barriers related to stigma, geography, and system complexity 
– making it easier for Minnesotans to get the help they need. 

At a time when demand for mental health services continues to grow, SF 8 provides a practical, scalable 
solution to expand access and strengthen care delivery across the state. We urge your support for SF 8. 

Sincerely,  

 
 
Marcus Schmit​ ​ ​ ​ Shannah Mulvihill 
Executive Director ​ ​ ​ ​ Executive Director 
NAMI Minnesota​ ​ ​ ​ Mental Health Minnesota​  
Co-Chair, MHLN​ ​ ​ ​ Co-Chair, MHLN 

 

 

 


