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April 8, 2026
Dear members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee,

On behalf of the more than 1,000 members of the Minnesota Chapter of the American
Academy of Pediatrics (MNAAP) committed to improving the health of children and
adolescents across Minnesota, we write in strong support of Minnesota SF 4706,
legislation establishing a civil cause of action for individuals harmed by conversion
therapy practices.

Conversion therapy is not grounded in medical science and poses significant risks to the
health and well-being of children and adolescents. The American Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP) has made clear that efforts to change a young person’s sexual orientation or
gender identity are ineffective and contraindicated. These practices fall outside the
accepted standards of pediatric care.

A broad consensus of leading medical and mental health organizations including the
AAP, the American Medical Association, the American Academy of Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry, and the American Psychological Association recognizes that
conversion therapy lacks scientific credibility and is associated with serious adverse
health impacts.

When young people are exploring questions of identity, it is appropriate for families to
seek guidance from qualified professionals. Evidence-based, affirming care supports
youth in developing and achieving positive long-term health outcomes. Conversion
therapy, by contrast, undermines these goals and can cause lasting harm.

SF 4706 provides an important mechanism to protect patients and uphold standards of
care by allowing individuals harmed by conversion therapy as minors to seek
accountability. This legislation reinforces a fundamental principle of pediatric practice:
children deserve care that is safe, evidence-based, and free from harm.

For these reasons, MNAAP urges your support for SF 4706 to ensure accountability for
harmful practices and to protect the health and well-being of Minnesota’s youth.

Sincerely,

Y G, (04

Katie Smentek, MD
President, Minnesota Chapter American Academy of Pediatrics
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