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April 8, 2026
Dear members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee,

On behalf of the over 1,000 members of the Minnesota Chapter of the American
Academy of Pediatrics (MNAAP) committed to improving the health of children and
adolescents across Minnesota, we write in strong support of SF 4707, which would
prohibit health plan coverage of conversion therapy for minors and vulnerable adults.

SF 4707 represents an important step forward in protecting vulnerable youth in
Minnesota. Conversion therapy is not an evidence-based practice. By prohibiting
insurance coverage for conversion therapy, this legislation reinforces the standard that
harmful practices should not be supported within our health care system, especially when
they target children.

The AAP’s position is consistent with that of other leading medical and mental health
organizations which have concluded that conversion therapy is associated with
significant, long-term psychological harm, including increased risks of depression,
anxiety, substance use, and suicidality.

As pediatricians, we are committed to promoting the healthy physical, emotional, and
developmental well-being of all children. Conversion therapy undermines these goals and
places youth at unnecessary risk. In contrast, evidence-based, affirming care supports
resilience, family connection, and positive health outcomes.

For these reasons, MNAAP urges your support for SF 4707.

Sincerely,

Y A, (04

Katie Smentek, MD
President, Minnesota Chapter American Academy of Pediatrics
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