M ENT AI- H E A I-TH Mental Health Minnesota is the voice of lived mental health experience.
We carry that declaration forward as we work to advance mental health and well-being for all, increase access
M i n n e S ot a to mental health treatment and services, and provide education, resources and support across Minnesota.

An affiliate of Mental Health America

Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee,

Mental Health Minnesota serves and supports thousands of Minnesotans every year through peer
support programs and mental health crisis services. As such, we know how critical Medicaid is to
ensuring access to mental health and substance use treatment and care, and we are firmly committed
to the integrity of Minnesota’s Medicaid program. This letter is to support the confirmation of the DHS
Commissioner Gandhi.

The challenges facing the Department of Human Services (DHS) are real and significant. But at a time
when DHS is under heightened scrutiny and actively working to strengthen program integrity, stabilize
operations, and rebuild trust, the last thing Minnesota needs is disruption at the top.

This is especially true when it comes to Medicaid, where Minnesota is navigating significant and
ongoing challenges with federal oversight and reimbursement. Maintaining open, productive
communication with CMS is essential. Progress depends on consistency and sustained follow-through
on corrective actions. Any perception of instability or turnover at the top of DHS risks slowing that
progress, further complicating federal relationships, and creating avoidable uncertainty at a time when
Minnesota cannot afford it. Therefore, we believe that Minnesota is best served in this precarious
moment of negotiation with CMS to maintain our current leadership approach.

Commissioner Gandhi has already clearly indicated that she is not seeking to extend her tenure beyond
this administration. Instead, she has focused on stabilizing DHS, addressing immediate risks, and setting
the next leader up for success. Right now, our state needs continuity, not disruption, in DHS leadership,
which is again why Mental Health Minnesota supports the confirmation of Commissioner Gandhi.

Thank you for your leadership during this challenging time for Minnesota.

Sincerely,

Sl

Shannah C. Mulvihill, MA, CFRE
Executive Director/CEO
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