National Alliance on Mental lliness

MINNESOTA

May 1, 2026

Health and Human Services Committee
Minnesota Senate Building

95 University Avenue West

Saint Paul, MN 55155

RE: Confirmation of Commissioner Shireen Gandhi

Dear Chair Wiklund and Committee Members,

I am writing to offer my strong support for the confirmation of Shireen Gandhi as Commissioner
of the Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS).

This is a consequential moment for DHS and for the state. Legislative partners need an
executive leader who is steady, transparent, and focused on delivering results in the face of real
challenges. Commissioner Gandhi has demonstrated that she understands both the urgency of
this moment and the responsibility to address it head-on.

Commissioner Gandhi has been clear in acknowledging DHS’s shortcomings, particularly
related to program integrity within Medicaid. That willingness to confront difficult truths is
essential. Preserving and protecting these critical public resources requires a disciplined and
transparent approach to addressing fraud, strengthening oversight, and ensuring accountability.
Commissioner Gandhi has shown that she is prepared to lead that work with the seriousness it
demands.

Just as importantly, she recognizes the necessity of working in close partnership with the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Minnesota’s ability to secure federal
reimbursement is foundational to the services we provide, especially mental health resources.
Demonstrating to CMS that the state is effectively rooting out fraud and meeting federal
expectations is not optional; it is essential to maintaining the funding that so many Minnesotans
rely on. Commissioner Gandhi brings a collaborative, credible approach to that relationship at a
critical time.

At the same time, DHS must be prepared to navigate emerging federal policy changes,
including the implementation of HR 1, which could have significant implications for people living
with mental illnesses who depend on Medicaid-funded services. This adds another layer of
urgency to having steady, experienced leadership that can anticipate impacts, work with
legislators, and protect continuity of care for vulnerable Minnesotans.

| also believe it is important to acknowledge that Commissioner Gandhi has been transparent
about her intent not to continue in this role into the next administration. Rather than diminishing
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her candidacy, | view this as a strength. She is focused on stabilizing DHS, addressing
immediate risks, and putting in place the structures, practices, and culture necessary to set her
successor — and the state — up for long-term success. That kind of mission-focused leadership,
without regard for personal tenure, is exactly what this moment calls for.

In my experience, Commissioner Gandhi is a committed public servant who consistently centers
the needs of vulnerable Minnesotans. She is focused on putting DHS on a path forward
grounded in program integrity, accountability, and strong stewardship of public resources — while
ensuring that essential services remain accessible to those who need them most.

| urge you to support her confirmation and provide DHS with the steady, focused leadership
needed to move forward in this moment.

Thank you for your consideration as well as your public service.
Sincerely,

Marcus Schmit

Executive Director



