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Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee,

NASW-MN serves and supports Minnesota’s Social Workers and the communities they work with. We are
committed to the integrity of Minnesota’s Medicaid program.
This letter is to support the confirmation of the DHS commissioner.

We believe Minnesota is best served in this precarious moment of negotiation with CMS to maintain our current
leadership approach. It is imperative that Minnesota continue on our current path of demonstrating compliance
to assure the release and continuation of federal funding to support Medicaid enrollees. If Minnesota were to
remove our DHS commissioner, it would reflect poorly on Minnesota in the eyes of federal oversight.

Our provider community has been dedicated to demonstrating compliance with all CMS measures. DHS
leadership has been at the front of these efforts and has significantly increased communication and
collaboration to assure execution of all required steps. This work has been challenging, imperfect and must be
fully implemented to continue to protect Minnesotans who rely on Medicaid. Adjusting to new leadership while
only having months to implement CMS expectations will bring challenges that take away from providing
assistance to Minnesotans who need Medicaid services to survive. DHS leadership is very thin at this point. If
we were to remove our commissioner we have very few leaders to fill the void.

Medicaid is a lifeline for Minnesotans that we serve. So many Minnesotans rely on Medicaid services to meet
their basic needs. Interruptions, cancellelations, and delays in Medicaid services puts our providers at risk of
closure and their clients at risk of iliness, injury, and a dangerous lack of care.

Thank you for your leadership during this difficult time for Minnesota. We urge you to support DHS
Commissioner Gandhi in the upcoming confirmation hearing.

Sincerely,

il

Karen E. Goodenough, PhD, LGSW
Executive Director, NASW-MN
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