
 

Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee, 

On behalf of Nexus Family Healing, I am writing to express our support for the confirmation of Shireen 

Ghandi as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Human Services. 

Our organization serves children and families across Minnesota through a broad range of youth and 

adult services. Every day, we work closely with families who rely on Medicaid to access health care, 

mental health supports, disability services, and stability during difficult moments in their lives. We are 

deeply committed to the integrity, accountability, and long-term strength of Minnesota’s Medicaid 

program. 

This letter is offered in support of the confirmation of the DHS Commissioner during a critical period for 

our state. Minnesota is in a precarious moment as we continue negotiations and oversight with the 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). At this time, continuity of leadership matters. We 

believe Minnesota is best served by maintaining our current leadership approach as the state works to 

demonstrate compliance, protect federal funding, and ensure uninterrupted services for Medicaid 

enrollees. 

Our provider community has worked diligently to meet CMS requirements, often while navigating 

complex and evolving expectations. DHS leadership has played a vital role in advancing this work by 

increasing communication, strengthening collaboration, and focusing on practical execution. While this 

work has been challenging and at times imperfect, it is essential that it be fully implemented to protect 

Minnesotans who rely on Medicaid for their health and well-being. 

For the children and families we serve, Medicaid is not an abstract policy. It supports access to medical 

care, behavioral health services, developmental supports, and community-based programs that keep 

families together, children safe, and communities strong. Any disruption to Medicaid funding or 

administration would have immediate and lasting consequences for those we serve. 

Thank you for your leadership and thoughtful consideration during this difficult and important time for 

Minnesota. We respectfully urge you to confirm Shireen Ghandi as Commissioner of the Department of 

Human Services so that this critical work can continue without interruption. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Kokal 

Senior Director of Growth and Advocacy 

Nexus Family Healing 

 


