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May 4, 2026

Senate Health and Human Services Committee
State of Minnesota

Re: Support for Maintaining Stability in DHS Leadership
Dear Members of the Committee,

On behalf of North Homes Children and Family Services, | am writing to express our strong support for maintaining
continuity in leadership at the Minnesota Department of Human Services, including the confirmation of Commissioner
Shireen Ghandi.

Our organization serves children and families through a full continuum of behavioral health services across Northern
Minnesota. We are committed to the integrity of Minnesota’s Medicaid program and to ensuring that those we serve
continue to have access to essential care.

Minnesota is navigating a complex and challenging moment. While there is understandable frustration, we believe the
state is best served by maintaining its current leadership approach during ongoing negotiations with the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). It is imperative that Minnesota continue demonstrating compliance to secure the
release and continuation of significant federal Medicaid funding that supports enrollees across the state.

Our provider community has been deeply engaged in meeting CMS requirements, and DHS leadership has been at the
forefront of these efforts—strengthening communication and collaboration to ensure progress. This work has been
challenging and imperfect, but it is advancing and must continue in order to protect Minnesotans who rely on Medicaid.

At the same time, Minnesota must demonstrate ongoing compliance with complex and evolving federal requirements.
Disrupting leadership now would introduce unnecessary instability, potentially undermining progress and weakening
the state’s position with federal partners. Given current capacity challenges within DHS, continuity in leadership is
especially important.

Our shared priority must be the stability and integrity of Minnesota’s Medicaid program. In this critical moment,
maintaining consistent leadership is essential to that goal.

We respectfully urge the Committee to support continuity in DHS leadership through the confirmation of Commissioner
Ghandi.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Heidi Seaton

Quality Assurance Director

North Homes Children and Family Services
heidi.seaton@northhomes.org

218-789-2588
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