m April 9, 2026

Health & Human Services Committee
Governor’s Proposed Supplemental Budget

Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health & Human Services Committee,

Minnesota’s Prenatal to Three Coalition (PN-3) represents providers and stakeholders from across the
perinatal health, early learning, and child care sectors. Over 80% of the brain is developed by age 3. It's
critical for families and caregivers to have access to resources that support the safe, nurturing bond
between babies and their caregivers—the foundation for all future development.’

We’re writing to share how provisions in the Governor’s Supplemental Budget will help Minnesota’s
youngest children—preconception through early childhood—maintain and gain access to the resources
they need to grow up healthy and prepared for a full life of playing and learning.

Minnesota Department of Health

e Newborn Screening Fee Exemption: Newborn screening is a critical strategy to detect, treat, and
prevent the development of severe disabilities in babies. Waiving the fee for newborn screenings will
allow for all families to access lifesaving and lifechanging care for their new family members.

Minnesota Department of Human Service

¢ Family Supportive Housing Grant Program: Housing stability is critical to a family’s economic
stability and to support the healthy development and educational success of infants and young
children. Long-term investment is necessary to ensure families stay connected to the resources
needed to keep their family’s housing secure.

Minnesota Department of Children, Youth, & Families

¢ Investment in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): A family’s access to food
has long-term impacts on their children’s health. SNAP is an effective way to support expecting
families, infants, toddlers and young children gain access to healthy food and adequate nutrition for
healthy brain development, disease prevention, and household stability.

¢ Investment in Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP): Public investment in child care and early
learning opportunities helps stabilize families during their child’s youngest years, supports healthy
development in children, and supports Minnesota’s workforce and economy. When families can
access affordable, high-quality child care, parents can remain in the workforce, and our communities
grow stronger.

Minnesota’s families deserve to have access to the programs and resources that support their youngest
children. Thank you for prioritizing our babies, toddlers, and young children this Legislative Session.

Alisha Porter, Nancy Jost,
Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota, Director Early Childhood Advisor
Minnesota Prenatal to Three Coalition, Co-Chair Minnesota Prenatal to Three Coalition, Co-Chair

" National Scientific Council on the Developing Child (2004). Young Children Develop in an Environment of Relationships:
Working Paper No. 1. Retrieved from www.developingchild.harvard.edu.



