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Dear Chair and the members of the Senate Health & Human Services Committee,

| write in support of SF 4635 and urge you to vote in support of this bill. My name is Anna Scheel, |
am a Foster Care Senior Youth Support Specialist at YMCA Youth & Family Services. | have worked
in the Minnesota foster community for 4 years supporting youth who age out of care and are thrown
into the jaws of adulthood with minimal support. This bill addresses one of the many state
practices that negatively impact foster youth in Minnesota, and we are aiming to change that.

According to the Minnesota Promise Report, 90% of transition-age Fosters in Minnesota report
having less than $500 available to them in an emergency, from savings, gifts, or loans. Fosters
across the state routinely lack the financial resources and support, and while recent programs
such as the Foster Independence Grant and Extended Foster Care provide some additional
support, many still struggle to make ends meet. In Minnesota, roughly 1,400 Fosters are in care
with a disability or due to the death of a parent(s). These Fosters are often eligible for Supplemental
Social Security Income (SSI) or Survivor Benefits, benefits that are rightfully theirs and/or their
parents. Currently, child welfare agencies and counties responsible for Fosters are opting to be the
representative payee on their behalf, granting them autonomy over these funds. With little to no
notice, these funds are being used to reimburse counties for the foster care maintenance fees.
Essentially, Fosters are paying for their own care.

This legislation introduces accountability and a modicum of financial stability for Fosters by
ensuring these funds are preserved and set aside in savings accounts for the Fosters, or their
caregivers, to access solely for the Fosters’ needs.

| support this bill because it would:

e End Foster benefits from being used to pay for their own care

e Promote and protect Foster’s financial stability and education

e Require proper repayment of past funds improperly diverted, while also backfilling the
Counties to avoid creating additional financial burdens

e Establish secure and accountable savings accounts for Fosters with local Third-Party
financial vendors to hold these accounts

| urge members of the committee to support SF 4635 to help ensure Fosters receive their rightful
federal benefits. Thank you for your leadership and commitment to improving lives and outcomes
for Fosters and their families in Minnesota.

Thankyou,

Anna Scheel (She/her/hers)

Senior Youth Support Specialist | YMCA Youth and Family Services
2304 Jackson St. NE, Minneapolis, MN 55418
(612) 405-7681 | ymcanorth.org/youthandfamilyservices
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The Y: We're for Healthy Living and Social Responsibility.



