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April 9, 2026 
 
Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee,  

On behalf of Catholic Charities St. Cloud, a nonprofit serving Central Minnesota through more than 
20 programs that support the physical, social, emotional and spiritual needs of individuals and 
families of all faiths and beliefs, I am writing to express our strong support for SF4933. 

Catholic Charities St. Cloud provides Mental Health services to those in need in Central Minnesota 
to help them live full and abundant lives. Our services include Granite Day Counseling and Day 
Treatment programs for school-aged children where over 800 individuals have been served in 2025. 

SF4933 makes an important investment to Medicaid outpatient mental health reimbursement by 
eliminating the 20% master’s level cutback and allowing for the same service to be paid at the 
same rate by all trained providers, and by increasing psychological testing codes to 100% of 
Medicare. These reforms recognize the training and expertise of the full mental health workforce 
and support providers’ ability to sustain services for Medicaid enrollees. 

Demand for mental health care continues to far outpace capacity across Minnesota. Community 
providers, like ourselves, are working hard to meet rising needs, but inadequate outpatient 
Medicaid rates continue to be a barrier to access. Fixing these rates is an essential first step toward 
stabilizing the workforce and expanding timely accessible care. 

When individuals receive the right care, at the right time, and at the right level of intensity, 
outcomes improve. Children are better able to succeed in school, families experience greater 
stability, and adults can maintain employment and community connections. All of which reduces 
the need for more costly interventions down the road.  

We urge you to support SF4933, this bill will allow for community providers like Catholic Charities 
St. Cloud to continue to necessary mental health work in community while being reimbursed fairly. 
Thank you for your consideration and bipartisan support on this bill. If you have any further 
questions, please email Lily Hijazi-Sacay at lrsacay@flaherty-hood.com.  

Sincerely, 

Aaron Fisk, President and CEO of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of St. Cloud
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