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Senator Melissa Wiklund, Chair
Health and Human Services Committee
MN State Senate
April 9, 2026
Dear Chair Wiklund and Committee Members

| send resounding support for Senate File 4933 - Reimbursement Rates for Mental Health Services
in Medical Assistance on behalf of our team at Washburn Center for Children and the more than
5,000 children we treat every year.

As the committee gathers, | hope you can take a moment and ground yourselves in the reality that
Minnesota’s kids are not okay. The heightened immigration enforcement activities hit at the very
moment children’s mental health needs were already at historic levels. Kids are still struggling in the
aftermath of the pandemic, the murder of George Floyd, the ensuing protests, community violence and
school shootings.

At Washburn Center, trauma and stress-related disorders are now the most common diagnoses for the
children we serve. And the full impact of childhood trauma in our community is just beginning to unfold.

When children access trauma-informed, child-centered care at Washburn Center, they gain a profound
advantage for stability, health, and wellbeing. Their mental health is our sole mission: nurture every
child and family's well-being and full potential through transformative children's mental health care.

Families and kids recover here.

We need to make sure that, in partnership with you, the public programs continue so healing is
accessible. That is at risk because of the lack of sustainable reimbursement funding for the care
delivered.

Community-based mental health care is for all kids and families who need us and where they need us,
period. They receive services regardless of the client’s ability to pay; 50% of the kids and families who
are clients at Washburn Center are covered through some form of medical assistance.

Nearly one in four (1:4) Minnesotans are covered by Medical Assistance or MinnesotaCare, making our
public programs the largest coverage for behavioral health services in the state.

Costs of delivering care and sustaining staff salaries, benefits, facilities infrastructure and meeting state
regulations have increased exponentially in the last five years. Medicaid (Medical Assistance)
reimbursements — the core source of funding for our MN system — are not keeping pace.

Our team at Washburn Center is grateful for the important steps you and the rest of the Legislature took
in the 2025 Session to pass major reforms and updates to our Medicaid mental health service rates.
Unfortunately, CMS and Congress’ actions removed our funding mechanism for them, and we are back
this year asking you to implement two provisions with general funds:

1. Ensuring reimbursement rates for psychological testing will be paid at least 100% of the
Medicare fee schedule:
Children use behavior to communicate what’s going on beneath the surface and
unspoken. Without psychological testing, children, especially at early ages, may be
labeled by their behavior vs the underlying causes of symptoms. Ultimately, testing helps
drive higher quality treatment, prevents future struggles, and creates better outcomes



" washburn center

when a child can be uniquely understood, shaping academic performance and
relationship engagement.

2. Ensure masters-level educated providers are reimbursed the same amount as other
independently licensed clinicians;
At Washburn Center, approximately 90% of our 180-member clinical staff have
completed master’s degrees in social work, psychology and/or marriage and family
therapy. They deliver the vast majority of 100,000+ hours of therapy in a year; yet those
services are not reimbursed at a rate that matches that level of care.

We deeply appreciate your passage of 2025 provisions, currently in state law. We understand the
current financial environment, and that not every measure can be implemented all at once with general
funds. We urge the legislature to continue building the foundational needs. Please move these
recommended investments forward - this is pivotal to solving our behavioral health crisis in Minnesota.

Thank you for your leadership and support.

Regards,

Crag P ot

Craig F. Warren
Chief Executive Officer
Washburn Center for Children



