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Senate Health and Human Services Committee
1100 Minnesota Senate Bldg.

St Paul, MN 55155

For Young LGBTQ Lives

Re: SUPPORT FOR SF4706 and SF4707 Remedying Harms from Conversion Therapy

Dear Chair Wiklund and members of the Health and Human Services Committee,

The Trevor Project writes as a strong supporter of MN SF4706 and SF4707, which protect
Minnesotans against conversion “therapy” practices by empowering survivors to seek legal
remedies for the harm they experienced, cutting off insurance coverage for these practices, and
directing the state to actively pursue accountability on behalf of those harmed.

The Trevor Project is the leading suicide prevention and crisis intervention organization for
LGBTQ+ young people. To further our mission of ending LGBTQ+ youth suicide, Trevor is
dedicated to ending the practices commonly referred to as “conversion therapy,” practices
condemned by every reputable medical and mental health organization as harmful, ineffective,
unethical, and built on theories that have been debunked for decades.

Research & Data

The data behind these conversations is sobering. Our 2024 National Survey found that 11% of
Minnesota’s LGBTQ+ young people reported being threatened with or subjected to conversion
therapy. Those youth were more than twice as likely to have attempted suicide in the past year.

In Minnesota, where 39% of LGBTQ+ young people already seriously considered suicide in the
past year — giving survivors a meaningful path to accountability is one of the most powerful
tools we have to fight back.

These practices are not a relic of the past. Our latest research suggests conversion therapy is on
therise, with at least 1,300 active practitioners documented across the country. The harmis
ongoing, and so are the costs. A peer-reviewed study in an American Medical Association journal
found that practitioners have extracted millions of dollars from vulnerable families to pay for these
practices — to the tune of S650 million annually. This bill ensures survivors have the opportunity to
hold them financially accountable.

Why MN SF4706 and SF4707

Last week, the Supreme Court’s decision in Chiles v. Salazarput conversion therapy bans applied
to “talk therapy” under strict scrutiny. SF4706 and SF4707 take a different approach that is
consistent with the ruling’s requirements, targeting conversion therapy from three directions.

SF4706 empowers survivors to hold practitioners directly accountable through a private right of
action, with real financial consequences for the harm caused. Rather than relying on the state to
proactively regulate these practices, it puts the power in the hands of survivors themselves.
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SF4707 does two things. First, it cuts off the financial pipeline: health plans can no longer cover
conversion therapy for minors and vulnerable adults. Second, it directs the Commissioner of
Human Rights to actively investigate and pursue civil relief against practitioners engaging in
these discriminatory practices — putting the weight of the state behind enforcement.

For Young LGBTQ Lives

Together, these bills send an unambiguous message: conversion therapy has legal
consequences in Minnesota. Practitioners cannot profit from harming children, cannot bill
insurance for it, and cannot evade accountability.

The Trevor Project strongly supports MN SF4706 and SF4707 and urges the Committee to vote
favorably. These bills give survivors the chance to seek the justice they deserve. They also send a
clear message to practitioners that these harmful practices will not go unanswered, and create a
deterrent effect that protects the next generation of LGBTQ+ youth in Minnesota.

For questions, please contact:
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Tanner Mobley
Manager of State Advocacy
Tanner.Mobley@TheTrevorProject.org
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