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May 1, 2026

Senator Melissa Wiklund
95 University Ave W
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee:

| am writing to you today as the CEO of St. David's Developmental & Therapeutic
Services to express our support for the confirmation of the Commissioner of the
Department of Human Services.

St. David's provides a continuum of mental health and developmental services—
including assessment, school-based therapy, parent—child outpatient treatment
(occupational therapy, speech therapy, and mental health services), and intensive day
treatment. Each year, we support more than 8,000 children and caregivers across
Minnesota. Many of the children we serve are navigating early adversity, complex
developmental needs, or significant behavioral challenges. Today, more than 600
children are waiting for an opening in one of our programs. While they wait, their needs
often escalate, leading to crises that affect their families, schools, and communities.

Minnesota is best served, particularly in this moment of active negotiation with the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), by maintaining consistent leadership. It
is essential that the state continue on its current path of demonstrating compliance to
ensure the release and continuation of federal funding that supports Medicaid enrollees.

Our provider community has been deeply committed to meeting all CMS requirements.
DHS leadership has been central to these efforts, significantly increasing
communication, transparency, and collaboration to ensure that every required step is
executed. This work has been challenging and imperfect, but it is critical—and it must
be fully implemented to protect Minnesotans who rely on Medicaid.

Medicaid is a lifeline for the children and families we serve. It allows young children to
access early intervention services that can change the trajectory of their development.
It enables families to receive the therapeutic support they need to stabilize crises,
strengthen relationships, and keep children safely at home. And it supports schools and
communities by ensuring that children with complex needs receive the right care at the
right time.
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Thank you for your leadership during this difficult and consequential period for
Minnesota. We appreciate your commitment to ensuring continuity, stability, and
accountability within our state’s human services system.

Sincerely,

W

Julie Sjordal

CEO, St. David's Developmental & Therapeutic Services
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