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Subject: Addressing Survivor Benefits for Fosters (SF4635) 
  
Chair Wiklund and Members of the Senate Health and Human Services 
Committee, 
  
My name is Jessica Rogers - I am the Founder & Executive Director of Connections 
to Independence, a nonprofit that serves teenagers and young adults in and aging 
out of foster care in the metro area. Our offices are located in Sabathani 
Community Center in South Minneapolis.  
  
Survivor Benefit payments being seized from Fosters, by counties, without Fosters’ 
knowledge or consent is a practice we must rectify. This is not only an issue in our 
own state, but nationally. Minnesota has an opportunity to be a leader in 
supporting Fosters by enacting this policy.  
 
Minnesota has a chance to fulfill its moral obligation and promise to Fosters, and to 
ease the transition to adulthood. We know all too well that the outcomes for 
Fosters in our state are grim, but this allows us a chance to do the right thing and to 
be on the right side of federal law. Foster children are our children and we owe 
them the same basic protections we would provide for the children in our homes.  
 
We urge members of the Committee to support SF 4635 to help ensure Fosters 
receive their rightful federal benefits. Thank you for your leadership and 
commitment to improving lives and outcomes for Fosters and their families in 
Minnesota. 
 
  
Sincerely, 
Jessica Rogers & C2i Staff  
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