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Date: April 29, 2026
RE: Confirmation of Department of Human Services Commissioner, Shireen Ghandi
FROM: Lainie Janke, MSW, LICSW — Executive Director
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Dear Members of the Confirmation Committee,

| am writing to express my support for the confirmation of the Minnesota Department of
Human Services Commissioner, Shireen Ghandi. At a fime when the stability and
effectiveness of Minnesota’s Medicaid program are critically important, strong and
consistent leadership within DHS is essential.

Minnesota has made meaningful progress in strengthening the integrity, accountability,
and performance of its Medicaid program. Recent efforts to improve oversight, enhance
eligibility verification processes, and ensure responsible stewardship of public funds have
helped protect this vital resource for the individuals and families who depend on it. These
improvements not only safeguard taxpayer dollars but also reinforce public trust in the
system.

Maintaining this momentum requires leadership that understands both the complexity of
Medicaid administration and the importance of balancing access with accountability.
The current direction demonstrates a commitment to preserving program integrity while
continuing to serve vulnerable populations effectively.

Confirming the Commissioner will help ensure continuity in these efforts and support
ongoing initiatives aimed at preventing fraud, improving operational transparency, and
strengthening service delivery across Minnesota.

| respectfully urge you to support the confirmation and allow this important work to
continue without disruption.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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