
Testimony in Support of Minnesota Senate File 3822 

Chair and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Ashley Hanson, I am the Community Engagement and operations Manager at 
Steve Rummler HOPE Network and I am here today in strong support of S.F. 3822. 

This issue is not abstract to me, it is deeply personal. 

Medication for opioid use disorder is the reason my father is still alive today. Because he had 
access to treatment and medication, he was given a second chance. To heal, to reconnect with 
family, and to be present in our lives. That access to suboxone saved his life. 

But I have also seen the other side of this. 

My niece’s father did not have the same access. He faced barriers that delayed & prevented him 
from getting the medication he needed. And because of that, he lost his life. 

One person is here today. One is not.​
The difference was access. 

When someone is ready for help, that moment is critical. Delays caused by prior authorization or 
step therapy can mean the difference between life and death. Addiction does not wait, and 
neither should treatment. 

S.F. 3822 is about removing those delays. It ensures that people on Medical Assistance can 
access medications like buprenorphine without unnecessary barriers, when they need it most. 

This bill will save lives. I know that because I’ve lived both outcomes. 

No family should have to wonder what might have been different if their loved one had just 
gotten access to treatment in time. 

I urge you to support S.F. 3822 and help ensure that more Minnesotans get the chance to 
recover, to live, and to come home to their families. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Ashey Hanson  

Community Engagement and Operations Manager  

Steve Rummler HOPE Network  

 


