FERNBROOK

Family Center

2575 Harvest Lane, P.O. Box 977, Owatonna, MN, 55060 Phone: (507) 446-0431 Fax: (507) 446-8014 Email: info@fernbrook.org

April 7, 2026
ATTN: Chair Wiklund and Member of the Health and Human Services Committee

| am writing on behalf of Fernbrook Family Center as a request that you support SF4933. This bill would be instrumental
in building capacity and infrastructure to provide mental health services to kids and families in Minnesota.

The needs of kids and families have increased significantly and the lack of access to mental health services is putting
them at great risk. Provider shortages and burnout are problematic and worsening.

This bill would be instrumental in stabilizing the workforce and increasing retention of mental health therapists in
community mental health settings. This work is challenging and staff are significantly underpaid for the training and
education required.

We ask that you vote to support SF4933 during the hearing on March 17, 2026!

Thank you!

Shannon Brown, MS, LPCC
Chief Executive Officer
Fernbrook Family Center

sbrown@fernbrook.org

507-951-6899
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