Dear Members of the Minnesota Senate and the People of Minnesota,
I am writing to urge you without hesitation to reject the confirmation of Shireen
Gandhi as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Human Services.
This is no longer a question of qualifications.
This is a question of integrity and its absence. Minnesota is living through a systemic collapse
of oversight. Fraud is not a past problem. The fraud is not contained. The fraud is not “being
addressed” properly. Fraud is happening right now, in real time, across all programs, under
the authority of DHS.
And while this massive widespread fraud continues:
¢ vulnerable individuals are losing services
e Providers are being destabilized or shut down without safeguards
e Minnesota’s Veterans, disabled, those struggling with addiction, and mentally ill are
being left without continuity of care
¢ And most devastating of all, people have died
Let that reality sit where it belongs:
People have died in a system that was supposed to protect them.
Where was the accountability? Where was the leadership that ensured that when providers were
cut off, human beings were not abandoned?
Where was the system that should have prevented fraud before it reached this scale?
Where is the transparency now? Unredact the Optum fraud report that Minnesotans paid for.
What Minnesotans have seen is a system that reacts only after damage is done,
and even then, reacts in ways that harm the very people it is supposed to serve.
At the same time, DHS is advancing policies that will push vulnerable individuals out of stable
homes and into uncertainty—decisions that providers across the state are warning will lead to
loss of housing, loss of care, and irreversible harm.
This is not leadership. This is failure with consequences.
You cannot separate this confirmation from the reality on the ground:
e Massive fraud networks operating under DHS oversight right now
¢ Breakdowns in internal controls and accountability
¢ Real human harm—Iloss of services, loss of homes, and loss of life
And yet, you are being asked to confirm the very leadership that presided over it.
That is not accountability...That is endorsement.
If you confirm this appointment, you are telling every Minnesotan—especially the most
vulnerable—that this level of failure is acceptable.
It is not.
Minnesota’s Veterans, disabled, those struggling with addiction, and mentally ill communities
deserve more than damage control.
They deserve a system rooted in integrity, transparency, and protection of human life.
Right now, they have none of those guarantees.
Vote NO.
Because if you cannot demand accountability at this level...
then where, exactly, does accountability exist?
Respectfully,
Jules/Julie Steinke, 245D Family Residential Services provider/Mille Lacs County
May 152026



