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Senator .......eeeeeeeeennn. moves to amend S.F. No. 4706 as follows:

Page 1, after line 4, insert:

"Section 1. [214.079] PROTECTING MINORS AND VULNERABLE ADULTS IN
MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) The terms used in this section have the meanings given.

(b) "Client" means a person seeking or receiving services from a mental health

professional within the context of a relationship that a reasonable person would construe

as a professional relationship.

(c) "Independently expressed goals" means mental health treatment goals voluntarily

articulated by a client and not the result of coercion, undue influence, or repeated pressure

from a mental health professional or from a client's parent, guardian, family member,

caregiver, religious advisor, or any other individual with authority, influence, or control

over the client.

(d) "Mental health professional" means a licensed professional who is qualified under

section 2451.04, subdivision 2.

(e) "Treatment plan" means services that a mental health professional formulates in

response to a client's needs and goals.

Subd. 2. Prohibition. (a) A mental health professional providing mental health treatment

to a client younger than 18 years of age or who is a vulnerable adult as defined in section

626.5572, subdivision 21, must not implement a mental health treatment plan that:

(1) 1s directed toward achieving a predetermined outcome regarding the client's sexual

orientation or gender identity that is not based on the client's independently expressed goals,

including when a mental health professional knows or reasonably should know that the

client's stated goals are the product of coercion, undue influence, or repeated pressure from

any source;

(2) uses coercion, undue influence, or repeated pressure to influence the client's sexual

orientation or gender identity;

(3) represents, explicitly or implicitly, that a particular sexual orientation or gender

identity is inherently disordered, inferior, or in need of change as a general proposition; or

(4) involves aversive, degrading, or nonconsensual techniques, including but not limited

to physical discomfort, shame-based interventions, or deprivation.
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(b) A mental health professional is not prohibited from engaging in mental health

treatment that:

(1) supports a client to articulate, explore, and pursue the client's independently expressed

goals;

(2) uses neutral, evidence-informed discussion of risks, benefits, or outcomes of different

courses of mental health treatment; or

(3) uses therapeutic approaches that are noncoercive and guided by a client's

independently expressed goals for mental health treatment.

(c) A mental health professional who engages in prohibited practice under this subdivision

is considered to engage in unprofessional conduct and may subject the mental health

professional to disciplinary action by the licensing board regulating the professional.

Subd. 3. Duty to assess voluntariness of independently expressed goals. A mental

health professional providing mental health treatment to a client under this section must

make reasonable efforts, consistent with professional standards of care, to assess whether

a client's expression of their mental health treatment goals is made voluntarily and

independently. If a mental health professional determines that a client's goals are the product

of coercion, undue influence, or repeated pressure from others, the mental health professional

must not engage in mental health treatment directed toward achieving those goals.

Subd. 4. Construction. (a) This section must not be construed to restrict a mental health

professional's ability to express any particular viewpoints or engage in discussion, provided

that the mental health professional does not engage in conduct prohibited under subdivision

2.

(b) This section must not be construed to favor or disfavor any particular viewpoint

regarding sexual orientation or gender identity or prevent a client from articulating their

independently expressed goals of mental health treatment."

Page 1, line 19, delete "prior to reaching the age of 18" and insert "administered when

the individual was a minor" and delete the second "a" and insert "the"

Page 1, line 20, delete "A" and insert "The"

Page 1, line 21, delete everything after "professional"
Page 2, line 1, delete "age of 18"

Page 2, delete lines 3 to 6 and insert:

"(b) An action under this section may be brought by the following:
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3.1 (1) the individual injured by the conversion therapy administered when the individual
32 was a minor;

3.3 (2) the parent or guardian of a minor, on behalf of the minor who was injured by

3.4 conversion therapy; or

3.5 (3) the parent or guardian of the individual injured by the conversion therapy administered
3.6 when the individual was a minor if the individual is deceased or incapacitated."

3.7 Page 2, line 7, after "award" insert "to"

3.8 Page 2, delete line 13 and insert:

3.9 "(3) general and special damages, including damages for mental anguish and suffering;
3.10 (4) punitive damages; and"

3.11 Page 2, line 14, delete "(4) a plaintiff's" and insert "(5)"

3.12 Page 2, after line 19, insert:

3.13 "EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective August 1, 2026, and applies to causes

3.14  of action arising on or after that date."

3.15 Renumber the sections in sequence and correct the internal references

3.16 Amend the title accordingly
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