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To whom it may concern:

| am writing this letter to Testify in support of Senate file 3288, prohibiting prior
authorization or step therapy for MOUD treatments. The use of prior authorizations and
the requirements for step therapy delays lifesaving treatments for patients who need them.
Often times even getting an urgent prior authorization takes a minimum of three days to
complete, and the non-urgent prior authorization can take up to 30 days to complete. Due
to this delay patients are unable to get the necessary medication needed to help them
decrease cravings and withdrawal symptoms due to the use of opioids, drugs and alcohol.
This delay in treatment can cause significant withdrawal symptoms, hospitalization and
even death. It can also lead to many patient returning to use and significantly increase the
risk of overdose and death. |run into delays in treatment for patients due to prior
authorizations every day in practice. During these delays the patient struggles through their
withdrawal symptoms and at times return to use, which can significantly delay their
treatment time and return to treatment and to the clinic is often delayed enough that the
entire process needs to be restarted. Step therapy can also for the patient to suffer
through lower and ineffective treatment when starting at a higher dose, which will allow
them to experience far less symptoms and a smoother path to in their recovery process. |
am in full agreement that removing these barriers to treatment will improve patient care,
patient outcomes and reduce the risk of overdose and death and even reduce the risk of
relapse. Helping to reduce these risks and removing barriers to treatment helps to ensure
that we are providing timely and effective medical care and treatments for patients who are
struggling with opioid use, drug use and alcohol use disorders. This is a lifesaving change
that can be made to Addiction medicine and will only help improve patient outcomes.
Thank you for you attention and time.
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