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Access to Fertility Services  
 
PROBLEM: Individuals with a genetic mutation associated with hereditary cancer and/or those diagnosed with cancer often must make surgical or 
treatment decisions that leave them infertile or sterile. Fertility preservation and the associated services may not be covered by health insurers.  
 
SOLUTION/ASK: Please vote in favor of SF 1961, a bill that would ensure coverage of fertility services for those facing a medical diagnosis or 
treatment that may impair their fertility and ability to build or expand their family. 

I am a cancer survivor. My mother is a two-time cancer survivor. Now, my only daughter—newly engaged and preparing to start her family—is facing a 
reality that no young woman should have to face. 

She carries the same genetic mutation as her mother and grandmother, placing her at a significantly elevated risk for breast and ovarian cancer. 
Instead of focusing on building her future, she is forced to consider life-altering medical decisions at a young age. 

This risk does not exist in isolation. It directly impacts her ability to have children. Fertility preservation is not optional for women in her position—it is a 
necessary part of their medical care. 

Yet these critical services come with an overwhelming financial burden. Fertility preservation and related treatments are often not covered, placing them 
out of reach for many families. 

No one should be forced to choose between reducing their cancer risk and preserving their ability to have a family. No one should have to delay or forgo 
medically necessary care because of cost. 

I urge you to recognize fertility preservation as essential healthcare and ensure that coverage reflects the realities faced by families like mine.             
By supportingSF 1961 . 

FACTS  
- National medical guidelines for individuals at high risk of cancer may include risk-reducing/ preventive surgery.  
 
- Individuals with an inherited genetic mutation causing a high risk of ovarian cancer are advised to undergo surgery to remove their ovaries and 
fallopian tubes to avoid this deadly disease.   
 
- For people undergoing this type of surgery, fertility preservation and treatments are the only means available to protect their future reproductive 
capability. • Individuals with hereditary cancer genetic mutations often learn about their mutation as young adults before they have built a family.  
 



- Young adults diagnosed with cancer have very high survival rates (approx. 85%) and deserve a chance to have children after cancer; this bill is 
pro-family. 
 
 - People diagnosed with cancer urgently need access to timely, affordable fertility preservation before they undergo surgery and/or begin treatments 
that may leave them infertile or sterile.  
 
 - Without insurance coverage, many individuals cannot afford fertility services, curtailing their dream of having biological children.   
 
Thank you for hearing my testimony regarding support of SF 1961 . 
 
Carolyn Hunter 
Little Falls, MN 
Patient Advocate Leader for FORCE 
 
FORCE (Facing Our Risk of Cancer Empowered) is a leading nonprofit for people at risk for hereditary cancer, providing trusted information, support 
and advocacy. The majority of our constituents carry an inherited genetic mutation, like a BRCA mutation or Lynch Syndrome, that significantly 
increases their risk of cancers, including breast, colorectal, endometrial, ovarian, prostate, pancreatic and gastric cancers.  


