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Date: April 12, 2026

Chair and Members of the Senate Human Services Committee

Re: Letter of Support for SF4709 - Thrive Family Recovery Resources Grant
Dear Chair and Members of the Committee,

My name is Mike Beltowsky, and | have spent my career working in behavioral healthcare
across the full continuum of care, including withdrawal management, residential treatment,
outpatient services, and opioid treatment programs. | am writing today in strong support of
SF4709.

SF4709 represents a critical and long-overdue investment in one of the most impactful yet
consistently under-supported components of our system: family services. This bill appropriates
funding to support Thrive Family Recovery Resources in providing family peer support,
education, resource navigation, and ongoing engagement for families impacted by substance
use disorder.

In my experience, family involvement is not an ancillary service, it is integral. | have seen
firsthand how engaged, educated, and supported families can significantly improve treatment
engagement, retention, and long-term outcomes. At the same time, | have also seen the
consequences when families are left without support: increased relapse, fractured
relationships, and missed opportunities for sustained recovery.

Despite this, many of the most meaningful family services remain uncompensated or unbillable
under current reimbursement structures. Providers across Minnesota routinely deliver these
services because they are clinically necessary, not because they are financially supported.
This creates a system where some of the highest-impact work is also the least sustainable.

SF4709 begins to address this gap by funding a pilot program that recognizes the value of
family peer services and support. More importantly, it creates an opportunity to:

¢ |dentify and define non-covered, high-impact services that are currently delivered
without reimbursement

e Establish a framework for future funding and scalability of family support models

e Support organizations like Thrive Family Recovery Resources that are already doing
this work effectively

¢ Inform long-term policy changes that better align funding with outcomes

This bill is not just about one program, it is about modernizing our system to reflect what we
know works.
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If we are serious about improving outcomes in substance use disorder, mental health, and co-
occurring disorders, we must invest not only in the individual, but in the system surrounding
them. Families are that system.

| strongly encourage your support of SF4709 and the continued exploration of sustainable
funding models for family services across Minnesota.

Thank you for your time, your leadership, and your commitment to strengthening our behavioral
health system.

Sincerely,

ke Bottosky

Mike Beltowsky

Vice President, Program Development
Horowitz Integrated Services
651-587-7549
Mike@HorowitzServices.com

Horowitz Integrated Services | 720 Main St #200 Mendota Heights, MN 55118 | www.horowitzservices.com


mailto:Mike@HorowitzServices.com

