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April 6, 2026 

Senator Ron Latz, Chair 

Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Committee  
 

 Re: Housing Justice Center Support for SF3599 - Expanding Tenancy Redemption 
 

Dear Senator Latz and Members of the Committee: 
 

I am writing to express support for SF3599 on behalf of the Housing Justice Center.  The Housing 

Justice Center is a nonprofit public interest legal organization whose primary mission is to preserve 

and expand affordable housing and improve the housing system for all Minnesotans.  
 

The Housing Justice Center strongly supports SF3599, which is a bill that will expand the ability of 

tenants to redeem a tenancy with a non-governmental source of assistance.  Right now, state statute 

allows tenants to redeem a tenancy with a written guarantee from either a government entity or a 

nonprofit organization that administers a government rental assistance program.  See Minn. Stat. 

504B.291, subd. 1. This strong protection prevents renters from being evicted before emergency 

funds arrive.  

SF3599 would expand this protection to allow tenants to also redeem with a guarantee letter from a 

nonprofit entity that does not operate a government rental assistance program.  That minor change 

would allow non-governmental funds to go farther and to be used to keep tenants in their homes.  It 

would allow charitable giving from a variety of sources, including through philanthropy, local 

organizations, and religious institutions like churches, to be used to allow tenants to redeem their 

tenancy.  It will make sure that charitable funds can be effectively used and targeted to keep a tenant 

in their home, make the landlord whole, and maintain neighborhood stability.   

While the Housing Justice Center appreciates all efforts to expand the ability to redeem, the 

organization is most interested in the change to paragraph (2) that would expand the ability to 

redeem with assistance from a nonprofit organization.  That is a provision that is limited, 

reasonable, and will provide maximum impact for both tenants and the nonprofit organizations 

seeking to utilize assistance to help keep residents housed.   

Sincerely,  

Anne Smetak 

Director and Senior Counsel for Federal Response 

asmetak@hjcmn.org 


