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April 8, 2026
To the Members of the Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Committee,

HOME Line urges your support for Senate File 4104, legislation championed by
Senator Boldon to increase the statewide heat to cover September 1 through May
31, as is the case in numerous Minnesota cities.

HOME Line is a nonprofit tenant advocacy organization providing Minnesota
renters with free and confidential legal advice. Since opening in 1992, we have
advised over 360,000 renter households. HOME Line ended 2025 with the highest
volume of renter contacts in its history, advising 20,241 new client households
from all 87 Minnesota counties. Because we work directly with so many renter
households, we have a unique perspective on the challenges tenants face and the
policy solutions that can help them thrive.

HOME Line firmly asserts that when tenants are unable to control the heat in their
own unit, they must have a right to a warm, habitable apartment during all months
when Minnesota predictably experiences cold weather. Landlords are not merely
encouraged—but legally required—to provide housing that is fit for its intended
purpose. In a state defined by deep frosts and regular snowfall, that obligation
plainly includes adequate heat beyond the current requirement of October 1
through April 30. Cold temperatures in September and May are not anomalies;
they are a known and recurring part of Minnesota’s climate, particularly in
northern regions.

Failing to require heat during these months leaves tenants exposed to conditions
that are not only uncomfortable, but at times unhealthy. Senate File 4104
addresses this gap directly. Without this expansion, the law continues to fall short
of ensuring that renters receive the most basic standard of livable housing in a
cold-weather state.

We urge you to support Senate File 4104.
Thank you,

Michael Dahl
Public Policy Director



