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Minnesota Senate 
Committee on Environment, Climate, and Legacy 

 

Minnesota Senate Building 1150 
Tuesday, April 7th, 2026 

3:00 – 5:00 pm 

Members & Support Staff 

Chair 
Foung Hawj 

Vice Chair 
Jennifer McEwen       

Ranking Minority Member 
Steve Green 

Members 
Steve Drazkowski  
Grant Hauschild 
John Hoffman 
Ann Johnson Stewart 
Mary Kunesh 
Andrew Lang 
Nathan Wesenberg  

Committee Administrator 
Kära Josephson 

Committee Legislative Assistant 
Maikao Vue 

Counsel 
Ben Stanley 

Fiscal Analyst 
Daniel Mueller 

Caucus Researchers 
Cassie Tommerdahl (DFL) 
Victor Florell (GOP) 

Committee Pages 
Josephine Pacheco 
Charu Soloff 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Oversight of State Actions to Regulate 
Environmental and Health Impacts of Nitrogen, 
Nitrates, and Nitrous Oxide 

o Peter Wagenius, Legislative Director, Sierra Club North 
Star Chapter 

o Dr. Aleta Borrud, retired physician, Rochester, MN 
o Martin Larsen, fifth-generation farmer, Byron, MN 
o Paul Wotzka,  Hydrologist, President, MN Well Owners 

Association, Wabasha County (REMOTE)  
o Tom Johnson, Director of Government Relations and 

External Affairs, MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
 
 
3. Oversight of Management of Wildlife 

Management Areas 

o Steve Morse, Executive Director, Minnesota 
Environmental Partnership 

o Tim Quincer, former DNR Forest Wildlife Coordinator 
(retired) Baxter, MN 

o Gretchen Mehmel, former DNR Red Lake WMA 
Manager (retired)  Baudette, MN 

o Dr. Kelly Straka, Director of Fish and Wildlife, MN DNR 
 
 

4. Oversight of Regulatory Actions on Waste 
Incineration and Resulting Air Pollution 

o Nazir Khan, Executive Director, Minnesota 
Environmental Justice Table 

o Mike Ewall, Energy Justice (Testifying Remotely) 
o Dr. Joanne Hill - 30 years as a registered nurse, public 

health nurse, and Nurse Anesthetist 
o Karen Clark, former State Representative 
o Tom Johnson, Director of Government Relations and 

External Affairs, MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
 

5.   Adjourn 


