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Minnesota Forest Industries Testimony April 7, 2026
Environment, Climate and Legacy Committee

Chair: Senator Hawj

RE: Senate Oversight of DNR Wildlife Management Areas

Chair Hawj and Committee Members,

My name is Tom Radovich. | am the Executive Vice President of Minnesota Forest Industries an
organization that represents the primary forest products manufacturers that support 32,000 jobs in
Minnesota. | am writing to show my support for DNR forestry management of Wildlife Management
Areas for wildlife habitat and biodiversity.

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages over 1,500 WMAs covering over 1.37M acres
regulated under MN Statute 97A. Within this statute, the DNR must only use timber harvesting to
support wildlife habitat. They are consistent with the statute requirements due to the structure of their
forest management practices. Any entity suggesting the forest products or logging industries influence
the DNR Forest Division does not understand the DNR forest management protocols.

Every year, the DNR proposes an Annual Stand Exam List (ASEL) with an open 30-day comment period to
allow the public an opportunity to voice concern over upcoming planned timber harvesting. ASEL is a
planning and priority tool for timber harvesting activities. ASEL is an extension of the 10-year
Sustainable Timber Harvest Assessment (STHA) that was approved in 2018 by all forest stakeholders
including conservation organizations and wildlife groups. The STHA was a robust and rigorous model of
sustainable timber harvesting levels on state lands including WMAs. The STHA outcome was a policy for
providing 870,000 cords annually. The DNR has not offered more than this quantity at any time since its
inception.

While we recognize the investigative work performed by the Office of Legislative Audit report in October
2025, we do not agree that additional oversight or statute language is warranted for Wildlife
Management Areas. The agency has taken appropriate steps to address documentation gaps as
outlined in the Commissioner’s formal responses to the US Fish and Wildlife Service in fall of 2023. As a
result of these actions, the Pittman Robertson wildlife funds were quickly re-established when Acting
Regional Director Chuck Traxler determined that the Minnesota DNR’s “future actions” would comply
with grant conditions requiring all logging on WMAs and aquatic management areas to be for wildlife
purposes.

Thank you,

Tom Radovich
Executive Vice President
Minnesota Forest Industries



