


List of Recommendations

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) should ensure it understands the

federal grant funds, and it should comply with federal grant requirements. (p. 24)

The Legislature should:

Specify which wildlife management areas (WMAs) should have individual
master plans based on criteria that are independent of DNR staffing
decisions.

Indicate what DNR should include in the plans.

Require DNR to update master plans on a specified periodic basis. (p. 33)

DNR should:

Maintain current plans for all WMAs that have resident managers, as
required by state statute.

Complete its plans for all WMAs designated as major units.

Work with the Legislature to determine the scale, scope, and frequency of
plans for all other WMAs. (p. 33)

DNR should ensure that timber stands in WMAs that are identified for potential
harvest are subject to additional scrutiny to ensure wildlife considerations are
prioritized over other competing interests. (p. 50)

DNR should amend its policies and procedures to:

Clearly state that timber will be harvested in WMAs only to the extent that
the decision to do so is consistent with the statutory purpose for WMAs and
the documented wildlife habitat goals of the given WMA.

Specify how the agency will ascertain and document that each proposed
WMA timber harvest is consistent with the statutory purpose for WMAs
and the documented wildlife habitat goals of the given WMA.

Specify that the statutory purpose of WMAs and the documented wildlife
habitat goals of the given WMA will be the primary criteria for resolving
differences regarding WMA management decisions. (p. 51)

DNR should ensure that its WMA forest habitat management policies and
procedures are readily available to staff and are the subject of ongoing
leadership attention and staff training. (p. 52)


