
4/06/26 The below is my written testimony re use of WMA’s to fill state timber harvest quotas: 
 
I moved with my family to Duluth in 2006 from Montana, and having been an outdoors person 
much of my life, I searched for ways to keep my inner explorer sated by emersing myself the rich 
natural spaces of northeast Minnesota.  And one way I decided to explore that rich local 
resource was to return to upland bird hunting, something I had done as kid on our family farm 
southeast Ohio but had not been part of my outdoor life in the West.    
 
And in learning about ruffed grouse, I learned about Minnesota Wildlife Management Areas 
(WMA’s), natural areas of the state managed specifically for wildlife values and by doing so are a 
resource for citizens to recreate there.  Hunting yes, but also hiking, wildlife viewing, and other 
recreational activities.  I came to find out over the years that WMA’s provided a unique natural 
setting for the public to enjoy the outdoors, and they soon became my preferred places to hunt 
ruffed grouse, and also to reconnect with the natural world.  Whenever I travel in Minnesota, I 
try to make time to explore a new WMA.  And if I am at home and only have a few hours free on 
a fall day, I’ll go to Canosia WMA, just outside of Duluth, to revisit old favorite trails and learn 
about new places that wildlife might be inhabiting. 
 
So imagine my shock at seeing a clear cut within Canosia WMA some years ago, right on the 
drive in road to an internal area parking lot.  It was the first time I had seen a clear cut within a 
WMA, and as I member of the IWLA, I asked my local chapter what was occurring.  That was 
when I found out there were timber harvest quotas set for state lands, and WMAs were being 
included within that affected resource, even though they were supposed to be managed for 
wildlife habitat as their prime mission.   
 
The next year, when walking on one of my favorite trails Canosia, back to a favorite spot where I 
had previously flushed a grouse, I found another clearcut.  I would not be flushing a grouse 
again in that area for some time.  This was not selective logging for timber management, which 
is a tool for resource managers and also helpful to local economies.  This was a total clear 
cutting of wildlife resource in a specific area of the WMA, one that only the season before has 
been a productive home to a species the WMA was trying to promote.  
 
Clear cutting forests in WMA’s to meet state timber harvest quotas, rather than to improve 
wildlife habitat for animals, is in violation of the purpose of WMAs, and the federal funding 
source for a large portion of those WMAs.  It also is not conducive to the recreational resource 
for the humans that go there specifically to enjoy those wildlife benefits.  I hope that the DNR is 
serious about making changes in their oversight of WMA to preclude them from timber harvest 
targets without accounting for wildlife habitat benefits that may be lost – not only is it the right 
thing to do, it’s the law.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bret Pence 
106 Waverly Place 



Duluth, MN 55803 
2189-728-4911 
bretpence@yahoo.com 
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