Hello,

I’m Alec Olson, submitting written testimony for the April 7 environment, climate and
legacy hearing at the State Capitol. Here’s the hearing
webpage: https://www.senate.mn/schedule/individual/19855/20260407

Here’s my testimony:

In the coming weeks, I’'ll head up north to meet with close friends for our annual turkey
hunt. With three kids at home, it’s one of the only times of the year | can catch a break from
the day to day.

As has been the case, we’ll search wildlife management areas for these birds. Our days
will start early, before sunrise, and we’ll stay in the field until the sun sets. It can be tiring,
of course, but these experiences have become the glue that has kept our friend group
together.

Regardless of whether we’re successful at harvesting a bird, our experiences are full. We
bear witness to all kinds of wildlife, work at primitive skills, and strengthen our bonds as
friends.

It’s worth noting, none of us own land. WMAs and public lands are it for us.

Without these areas, we wouldn’t have the chance to chase turkeys, deer, pheasants or
any other game. And if these areas continue to be impacted by irresponsible,
unsustainable timber harvest, we’ll lose those opportunities all the same.

| urge the Minnesota legislature to double down on scrutiny of practices that fall outside of
the goal of these lands, which are to work in the interest of wildlife and their habitat and
those who wish to recreate responsibly — rather than working in the interest of aggressive
timber harvest for private gains.

I’m one of many who look to these lands for respite, for recreation, for sustenance. They’re
precious to me, as they are many others. Please maintain them responsibly so that
generations to come can enjoy them too.
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Thank you,

Alec Olson
608-445-4266
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