4-7-26 Polluter Capture MN Senate Hearings

My wife and I drove 3 hours to attend the senate hearings today on what I term "regulatory
capture". We live in the Pineland Sands and our economy is based on clean water. Polluters,
with the help of regulating agencies, are fast squandering that clean water and our way of life
with it.

We used to live in the middle of the woods. In 2015 we watched thousands of forested acres
disappear - to be replaced by row crops and irrigators, ironically in the Badoura State Forest. In
2019 the biggest potato company in the world arrived next door to us with a DNR irrigation
permit. People in our county government even helped them with site selection.

We knew from experience watching our neighbors in Hubbard County that this was going to turn
out bad. We had seen the agency studies and heard the stories of families flattened under the
thumb of corporate corruption allowed to run wild by regulators. In 2018 we tried to help our
neighbors by petitioning for an Environmental Review of the big potato company. We found out
that we were just the latest to do so, many other people and organizations had attempted the
same. Guess what? None of them worked and neither did ours. We learned the hard way that
statute and law are routinely ignored by those with authority and money. Harder yet to learn was
that the authority and the money coordinate responses to our self-defense actions behind closed
doors.

We also made a trip to DNR headquarters to meet with the Commissioner and assistant
Commissioners. We laid a 40-page packet on their desk, mostly proof in their own studies that
their permitting of irrigation in the sandy soils next to us was guaranteed to flush the poisonous
row cropping chemicals into our drinking water. We got a big fat zero for our efforts, they
refused to rescind the permit or even put any restrictions on it. Today the water in our south well
is heavily polluted with fertilizer and chemicals (very likely including PFAS) and we can no
longer drink it. It took only 5 years of row cropping and irrigation to ruin what used to be the
best drinking water around. We are far from the only ones to be abused by this arrangement; in
our volunteer work with the Mn Well Owners Organization we have seen the same pollution of
drinking water all across the state.

In my duty to protect my family from what amounts to chemical warfare in our neighborhood I
have failed miserably. I have been kicked like a human soccer ball between players at every
level of the county government, DNR, MDA, Attorney General’s Office and by legislators. I
have even had legislators who receive campaign donations from the big potato company attack
me in the press.

Many of us here understand the solutions but I am sad to say our state government will not lead
on any of them in a meaningful way, there is too much influence from campaign financiers on
the legislators that control the budgets of regulating agencies. Each of us would be more
productive in protecting our resources by joining with conservation organizations like the Sierra
Club or Mn Well Owners Organization; groups that can generate the laser focus needed to
overwhelm corporate influence of our legislators and agencies.
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