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This bill regulates certain autonomous vehicles. 
 
Sections 1 through 13 define terms. 
 
Section 14 [§ 169.251] establishes an autonomous vehicle to meet certain operational and 
other requirements. 
 

Subd. 1 requires an autonomous vehicle to meet the requirements of sections 14 and 
15 and to receive authorization from the Commissioner of Public Safety before it can 
be operated with the automated driving system engaged. 

 
Subd. 2 requires an autonomous vehicle to achieve a minimal risk condition, or 
request a human driver to intervene, if the automated driving system fails. 
 
Subd. 3 requires an autonomous vehicle to comply with traffic laws. Requires the 
operator of an autonomous vehicle to ensure that the automated driving system is in 
full working order at all times. 
 
Subd. 4 requires an autonomous vehicle to comply with federal requirements. 

 
Section 15 [§ 169.252] establishes the requirements for obtaining a permit to operate an 
autonomous vehicle. 
 

Subd. 1 requires an operator of an autonomous vehicle to apply for a permit annually 
and establishes requirements for an application.  

 
Subd. 2 imposes an annual fee for obtaining an autonomous vehicle operator’s 
permit. 
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 Subd. 3 requires an application to contain certain information regarding the applicant. 
 
 Subd. 4 imposes insurance requirements for the operation of an autonomous vehicle. 
 

Subd. 5 requires an application to have a first responder interaction plan.  Requires 
the Commissioner of Public Safety to issue guidance regarding the content of a first 
responder interaction plan. 
 
Subd. 6 requires an application to include evidence that an autonomous vehicle is 
able to safely operate on the roads. Requires the applicant to obtain verification of the 
autonomous vehicle’s abilities from an independent third party.   
 
Subd. 7 requires that the application be signed by a corporate officer, general partner, 
limited liability company board member, or sole proprietor. 
 
Subd. 8 establishes certain bars to obtaining a permit under this section. 
 
Subd. 9 provides the commissioners of public safety and transportation with authority 
to investigate autonomous vehicle compliance and inspect records of permit holders. 
 
Subd. 10 establishes violations that either permit or require the Commissioner of 
Public Safety to suspend, revoke, or rescind an autonomous vehicle permit. 
 
Subd. 11 authorizes rulemaking. 

 
Section 16 [§ 169.253] establishes certain legal principles regarding the operation of an 
autonomous vehicle. 
 

Subd. 1 provides that an automated driving system is the driver of an autonomous 
vehicle.  Prohibits teleoperation of a motor vehicle.  Provides that an automated 
driving system is licensed to drive if a permit is obtained under Section 15. 
 
Subd. 2 identifies the entity responsible for a violation of law or collision involving an 
autonomous vehicle.   
 
Subd. 3 establishes the duty of care applicable to an automated driving system.  
Provides for joint and several liability in a collision involving an autonomous vehicle. 
 
Subd. 4 establishes requirements for an autonomous vehicle involved in a collision. 
 
Subd. 5 establishes reporting requirements for the operator of an autonomous 
vehicle. 

 
Section 17 [§ 169.255] establishes regulations for an on-demand autonomous vehicle 
network.   
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Subd. 1 requires a person to apply for and obtain authorization from the 
Commissioner of Transportation to operate and on-demand autonomous vehicle 
network to transport goods or people for compensation.  Permits the Commissioner to 
authorize a network, and to suspend, revoke, or rescind the authorization if an on-
demand autonomous vehicle network is no longer in compliance with the 
requirements of this section. 
 
Subd. 2 requires that every autonomous vehicle in a network be authorized under 
section 15.  
 
Subd. 3 establishes certain operational requirements for an on-demand autonomous 
vehicle network.   
 
Subd. 4 requires an applicant to pay for a traffic study of the area where a network will 
operate. 
 
Subd. 5 requires the Commissioner of Transportation to provide municipalities with a 
chance to review and comment on any application to operate a network in their 
jurisdiction.  Requires Commissioner to consider requests for a municipality. 
 
Subd. 6 imposes certain requirements related to equity, accessibility, and transit.   
 
Subd. 7 establishes certain factors that the Commissioner of Transportation must 
consider when evaluating an application under this section.  Permits the 
Commissioner of Transportation to request modifications to the proposed service. 
 
Subd. 8 establishes mandatory suspension of an authorization to operate an on-
demand autonomous vehicle network following certain incidents. 
 
Subd. 9 imposes a worker impact fee on an on-demand autonomous vehicle network 
to be used for the dislocated worker program under section 116L.17. 
 
Subd. 10 authorizes the Commissioner of Transportation to require a network operator 
to fund infrastructure improvements in certain situations. 
 
Subd. 11 imposes data privacy requirements. 
 
Subd. 12 preserves the authority of local governments to regulate on-demand 
autonomous vehicle networks. 
 
Subd. 13 authorizes rulemaking. 

 
 


