
 

 
 
 
April 13, 2026 
Chair Aric Putnam​
Minnesota Senate Agriculture, Veterans,  
Broadband, and Rural Development Committee 
95 University Avenue W 
Saint Paul, MN, 55103 
 
Chair Putnam, Senator Kupec, and members of the Committee, 
 

The Minnesota Solar Energy Industries Association (“MnSEIA”) is a nonprofit trade 
association representing Minnesota’s solar and energy storage industries. We appreciate the 
opportunity to submit comments on behalf of our 160-plus member companies and their over 
5,000 Minnesota employees in regard to Senate File 4479 (Kupec), and express our respectful 
opposition to the legislation.  

 
At a time where clean energy faces considerable headwinds from drastic federal policy 

changes, yet solar, storage, and wind remain the cheapest and fastest energy sources to deploy, 
this bill would add additional obstacles to deployment. Minnesota’s 2040 Carbon-Free goals 
cannot be achieved without enabling further large scale deployment of renewable energy. SF 
4479 would add considerable and unnecessary obstacles at the state and local level that would 
compound damage already done by federal missteps. 
 

Minnesota, in addition, is a national leader in pollinator and agriculture-friendly solar. As 
of this year, more than 7,000 acres of Minnesota solar are enrolled in the Board of Water and Soil 
Resources’ Habitat Friendly Solar program. These facilities actively provide benefits for game 
birds, songbirds, and pollinators1. Further opportunities to increase sustainability and production 
exist in the form of ‘agrivoltaics’ practices, including grazing and even vegetable crops for 
dual-use sites. Many facilities voluntarily enforce these standards, and an opportunity to enshrine 
agrivoltaics in state law is moving forward this session, in HF 4350 (Hansen) / SF 4561 
(Putnam), the Department of Agriculture policy bill. These well-constructed standards represent 
a more productive way to regulate the use of farmland with regards to energy production, rather 
than a blanket override of how private landowners want to use their land.  

 
In 2023, a broad group of bipartisan stakeholders worked to pass large-scale permitting 

reform for energy facilities of 50 MW or greater. This is now Section 216I of Minnesota statute, 

1 List of Projects that Meet the Standards, BWSR. Feb. 17, 2026. 
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/2026-02/List%20of%20Projects%202.17.2026_0.pdf  
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and this work has been rightfully held up as a national example of the right way to do permitting 
reform. SF 4479 would entirely undercut this nation-leading framework, and add uncertainty and 
unnecessary obstacles to constructing the infrastructure needed for our clean energy transition. 

 
Finally, this bill would trample on the ability of landowners to control the use of their 

own property. No such facility is built on private land without the express permission of the 
landowner, and compensating them for the use of their property. These leases can provide stable 
income and assist farmers in diversifying income sources, allowing them to deepen their 
connection to and use of their land. This bill’s limited window for private landowners to opt out 
cuts farmers off from future opportunities if an energy facility is proposed after the opt-out list is 
submitted, and infringes on the landowner’s right to choose what to do with their property.  

 
For these reasons, we respectfully oppose Senate File 4479, as it restricts landowner 

choice, creates further and unnecessary obstacles for the deployment of renewable energy our 
state needs, and is out of sync with effective ways to sustainably develop energy infrastructure. 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments and perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ David Moberg​
Manager of Government Affairs 
MnSEIA 
(P) 651-328-7866 
(E) dmoberg@mnseia.org 

 
 

 


