R CENTER for RURAL AFFAIRS

April 13, 2026

Minnesota Senate

Agriculture, Veterans, Broadband, and Rural Development Committee
1150 Minnesota Senate Bldg

Saint Paul, MN 55155

RE: Senate File 4479
Dear Chair Putnam and Committee Members,

The Center for Rural Affairs is a private non-profit organization that advocates for policies that
strengthen rural communities in order to create a more vibrant future. We connect rural citizens
with opportunities to engage in the decisions that affect their lives. Investments in energy
initiatives can help ensure that rural communities will continue to thrive.

The Center opposes Senate File 4479, which would allow counties to designate certain
agricultural lands as unsuitable for electric power facilities. Limiting development on land with a
crop productivity index (CPI) rating of more than 75, or alternatively, prime farmland, restricts
landowners from taking advantage of the economic benefits of solar development and limits their
right to decide what is best for their land. Additionally, it could significantly reduce the amount
of land available for siting solar energy systems.

As noted in the Center’s 2024 report, Sifting through Solar: Land-Use Concerns on Prime
Farmland', the projected impact of solar development on prime farmland in Minnesota is
minimal. According to an analysis by Clean Grid Alliance, in 2023, there was 5,800 MW of solar
in the Midcontinent Independent System Operators queue, which would require about 50,000
acres. If the number of acres proposed needed to host projects in the queue were located on
prime farmland, it would cover less than 0.3% of the prime farmland in Minnesota.

The construction and use of solar systems generally has minimal impact on the land quality, and
the use of low-impact management practices, such as perennial ground cover, can protect and
enhance the soil below. Dual-use practices, such as beekeeping and crop production under the
panels, can offer opportunities to combine solar and agriculture, demonstrating that renewable
energy and agriculture do not require an either/or approach. Once a system is decommissioned,
the farmland below will have benefited from a recovery period and can be returned to active
agricultural use, if desired.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Cmd. yﬂrs.ﬁ.m

Cora Hoffer, Senior Policy Associate
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