
April 13, 2026  
Agriculture, Veterans, Broadband and Rural Development Committee  
Chair Aric Putnam  
3215 Minnesota Senate Building  
95 University Avenue West  
Saint Paul, MN 55155  
  
Dear Chair Putnam and Members of the Committee,  
  

On behalf of the Minnesota Corn Growers Association’s nearly 7,000 family farm members and the 
Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation’s 30,000 family farm and ranch members we would like to thank the 
Committee for the opportunity to provide written comments in support of SF 4479.   
 

Minnesota’s farmland is one of our most precious resources. But Minnesota farmers are facing 
increased pressure from non-agricultural uses including residential, commercial, and industrial 
development and competing for land use with conservation and habitat land acquisition and large-scale 
energy production facilities. In many cases, lease rates for energy development significantly exceed 
agricultural rental rates, often two or three times, creating strong financial pressure to convert farmland 
and making it increasingly difficult for farmers, whether new or established, to compete for land. When 
farmland is converted to another use, it is likely lost forever. Minnesota farmland acres fell by 100,000 
acres in 2025 According to USDA’s census of agriculturei. Further, Minnesota’s farmland fell on 
average 100,000 acres per year between 2002 and 2022ii. 
 
Our organizations support that decisions resulting in the permanent or long-term removal of farmland 
for large-scale utility energy projects should include meaningful local involvement and greater 
transparency. This approach aligns with Minnesota Statute 17.80, which establishes a clear state policy 
to preserve agricultural land, conserve its long-term use for food and agricultural production, and 
minimize the use of agricultural land for large-scale energy production facilities wherever possible.        
SF 4479 gives local governments an optional tool to preserve the best agricultural land for agricultural 
use. The bill allows local governments to have input on where energy production should be sited based 
off crop productivity index (CPI) or if improvements have been made to agricultural land that makes the 
land highly productive. A parcel with a CPI of 75 or higher is considered good, high quality agricultural 
land to produce a crop further underscoring the importance of carefully evaluating its long-term use.  
  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in support of SF 4479 and to Senator Kupec for 
introducing it. If you have follow-up questions please contact Alex Trunnell, Public Policy Manager, 
at atrunnell@mncorn.org or Hunter Pederson, Public Policy Specialist, at hunter.pederson@fbmn.org. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Dan Glessing      Wesley Beck 
President      President 
Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation   Minnesota Corn Growers Association   
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i https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/business-inputs/article/2026/02/17/us-agriculture-loses-
15-000-farms  
ii https://www.ruralmn.org/census-of-agriculture-lots-of-variation-across-
minnesota/#:~:text=Amount%20of%20farm%20acres,the%20amount%20of%20acres%20farmed   
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