
Solar Supports  
Minnesota Farmers
Minnesota farmers have always lived by a simple but powerful 
mission: to provide for their communities and their country. But with 
today’s low commodity prices and volatile markets, many producers  
are looking for new ways to strengthen and diversify their operations  
to ensure long-term stability.

Many farmers are diversifying their operations 
by adding a new kind of harvest — capturing 
the power of the sun. Solar energy presents 
an effective opportunity for landowners to 
provide needed energy for their communities, 
generate additional revenue to support 
their operations, and preserve the legacy 
of their farms for the next generation. Solar 
energy occupies only a small percentage of 
agricultural land in Minnesota.

Fact: Solar energy in Minnesota 
is a valuable and responsible 
use of some farmland

•	 Partnerships between landowners and solar 
developments play a critical role in the state’s 
energy future and the livelihood of small, rural 
communities.

•	 Minnesota is 40.8% prime farmland. Solar 
projects take up only 0.013% of total state land 
area, and only 0.016% of prime farmland.

•	 In Minnesota, golf courses take up 0.081% of 
prime farmland, approximately 5 times more 
than solar.

•	 Farmers often turn to energy development  
as a way to diversify because renewable  
energy provides droughtproof income that  
can support livelihoods for decades at a time.

•	 Landowners benefit from lease 
agreements that diversify farm income, 
often enabling next-generation farmers 
to join family operations.

Fact: Solar provides economic 
stability for farmers and 
strengthens landowner rights

•	 Solar energy projects empower landowners 
to make their own choices about how to use 
their property. Leasing land for solar preserves 
private property rights and allows farmers – 
not outside interests – to decide what’s best 
for their land and livelihood.

•	 Many farmers use lease payments from 
solar projects as a steady, reliable income 
stream that protects them from unpredictable 
markets and extreme weather.

•	 Added income from energy projects helps 
farmers afford increasingly expensive 
equipment, technology, and inputs, keeping 
operations viable for the next generation.

•	 Instead of selling farmland to third-party 
interests, solar provides a lifeline through 
leases that keep operations in the family  
while securing long-term revenues.



Fact: Solar supports rural 
communities

•	 Solar energy and other renewable energy 
sources invest $48.1 million into Minnesota 
communities through property, state, and local 
taxes annually. These funds support schools, 
roads, and emergency services, directly 
benefiting rural communities.

•	 The renewable energy industry creates quality 
Minnesota jobs with a current workforce of 
24,700 people.

•	 Solar developments attract businesses 
and manufacturers seeking reliable energy 
generation.

Key Takeaways
Partnerships between solar developments and 
farmers is a win-win for the agriculture industry  
and communities:

•	 Solar supports rural communities.

•	 Solar empowers landowner rights.

•	 Solar provides jobs and tax revenue.

•	 Solar fortifies the economic future  
for legacy farms.

Fact: Solar Energy occupies only 
a small percentage of agricultural 
land in Minnesota

•	 Minnesota is 40.8% prime farmland.

•	 Solar in Minnesota takes up 0.013% of total state  
land area.

•	 Solar in Minnesota takes up 0.016% of prime farmland.

From Source to Demand

Solar array 
generated electricity 

from the sun

Inverter converts 
DC power to  

AC power

Transformer (solar 
project substation) 
steps-up voltage 

before distribution 
on grid network

Transmission lines 
move electricity 
across the grid

Transformer  
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before distribution 
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homes and businesses on 

local power lines


