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Laws 2026, Chapter 96 – Veterans Provisions (H.F. No. 3522) 
 
Prepared by:  Louis Hunter, Senate Counsel (louis.hunter@mnsenate.gov) 
    
Date:   June 5, 2026 
 
 
Section 1 [Minn. Stat. 171.07] creates a new driver’s license designation for 
veterans of the Secret War in Laos (also referred to as “SGU veterans”). 
 
Section 2 [Minn. Stat. 192.49] alters how officers in the armed forces are paid during periods 
of state active service, and adds enlisted members of the armed forces to the updated pay 
scheme.  
 
Section 3 [Minn. Stat. 196.055] lays out requirements for grants made by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and requirements on grantees e.g., requirement to direct grant money solely 
to services for veterans, those in active service, and family members. Grantees also must 
submit reports to the commissioner about services provided with grant money. Similarly, the 
commissioner must submit a report to the legislature containing aggregate data from grantee 
reports.  
 
Section 4 [Minn. Stat. 197.231] updates the honor guard statute to include reservists and 
national guard members, as well as veterans of the Secret War in Laos. 
 
Section 5 [Minn. Stat. 197.236 subd. 8] modifies eligibility for burial in state veteran 
cemeteries. Certain reservists and National Guard members, as well as some family 
members, are eligible beginning January 1, 2027.  
 
Section 6 [Minn. Stat. 197.236 subd. 9] updates a cross-reference. 
 
Section 7 [Minn. Stat. 197.448 subd. 1] adds definitions. 
 
Section 8 [Minn. Stat. 197.448 subd 2] the types of benefits available to SGU veterans, and 
removes language made obsolete by other parts of the Act. 
 
Section 9 [Minn. Stat. 197.448 subd 3] provides the primary method for certifying SGU 
veteran status. An applicant seeking the status must apply for a pre-need determination of 
eligibility for burial in a Veterans Administration (VA) cemetery, and then submit that 
determination to the Minnesota commissioner of veterans affairs. If the VA determines the 
applicant is eligible, then the commissioner will issue the applicant a certificate of eligibility. 
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Section 10 [Minn. Stat. 197.448 subd. 4] provides a secondary method for certifying SGU 
veteran status. If the VA initially finds the applicant ineligible, then the applicant can request 
special consideration from the commissioner. The applicant must provide documentation to 
substantiate their request for SGU veteran status, which the commissioner must review. If 
the commissioner determines the applicant is eligible, then the commissioner will issue the 
applicant a certificate of eligibility. An applicant may request a contested case hearing if their 
application for special consideration is denied. 
 
Section 11 [Minn. Stat. 197.581] creates a Commanders Task Force to advise the governor, 
legislature, and commissioner of veteran’s affairs on issues affecting veterans. The task force 
is permanent and comprised of members of congressionally chartered veteran organizations.  
 
Section 12 [Minn. Stat. 198.01] provides that permanent closure of a veterans home cannot 
occur without legislative authorization, but temporary closure may occur after receipt of an 
involuntary termination notice from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 
 
Section 13 contains two appropriations from the general fund for purposes of this Act. The 
fiscal effects of these appropriations and others in the bill are tracked in a spreadsheet 
prepared by Andrew Erickson that is available here. 
 
Section 14 repeals a subdivision made obsolete by Section 2.  
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